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MayorMarvin calledthepublichearingtoorderat830pm Sheadvisedthatthe
purposeofthepublichearingwastohearandconsidercommentswithregardtoaproposed
LocalLawtoadopttheprovisionsofRealPropertyTaxLaw Section1903 concerning
homesteadbaseproportions

Itisnotedthatimmediatelypriortotheformalpublichearinganinformationalmeeting
washeldontheHomesteadoptionattendedbyapproximately200membersofthepublic
DuringtheinformationalmeetingJohn WolhamoftheNewYorkStateOfficeofRealProperty
Servicespresenteda projectionoftaxshiftswithandwithouthomestead Itwasprojectedthat
therevaluationwill raisehomeowners taxburdenfromapproximately77percentto84percent
andreducetheburdenofthecommercialsectorincluding coops condosandbusinessesfrom23
percentto16percent Manyofthepeopleinattendancewerecoopandcondoresidents Most
ofthespeakersexpressedsupportforreassessmentasa meanstorestoreafairapportionment of
thepropertytaxburden however theywereopposedtoadoptionoftheHomesteadoption A
fewsingle familyhomeownersinattendanceexpressedtheirsupportforadoptingHomestead

MayorMarvin calledforTrusteecommentsontheproposedlocallawconcerning
homesteadbaseportions

DeputyMayorBellittosaidthatbeforebuyingahome hehad livedinacoopin
Bronxvilleandwaspresidentofitsboard Hesaidhewasabsolutelydelightedwhenheheard
thatrepresentativesofBronxvillecoopboardsmetforthefirsttimelastweek todiscussthe
Homesteadoptionandotherissues Hesaidthat thecomingtogetherofcoopboardstoactin
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concertwastheculminationofsomethingthathehasbeenhopingtoseeforaboutadozen
years TrusteeBellittosaidhepaysabout 40000ayearinpropertytaxesandoneofhis
neighborsalsopaysabout 40000intaxesandhasnochildrenintheschool Hesaidhis
neighborpays morethanhisfairshare Hesaidhis 40000annually getshimthehighhouse
valueandhistwochildreneducatedintheBronxvilleschool TrusteeBellittosaidhe cantthink
ofanythingmorecontrarytotheworkofcommunitybuildingthanforustocreatetwotaxrates
inourvillage oneforsingle familyhomeownersandanotherforcoopresidentsand
merchants TrusteeBellittosaidhe thinksthattheadoptionoftheHomesteadOption withits
twotaxpoolsandtwotaxrates wouldstrikeattheheartofwhatitmeansforustobeone
community HesaidhewantsBronxville residentstofacethefuturetogetherasone cohesive
village

TrusteePoormancommentedontheHomesteadoption Shenotedthataccordingto
NewYorkStatepropertytaxlawcooperativeapartmentsandmostcondominiumsare
categorizedascommercialbuildingsandhencetheyaretaxeddifferentlythansingle family
homes ShesaidNewYorkStatehascreateda distinctionamongpropertyclasses thatinsome
caseshasbeenunfavorabletothesinglefamilyhomeowner Thecoopownertypicallypaysa
lowerpropertytaxthanthesingle familyhomeowner ShesaidthatasTrusteeswearecharged
withlookingaftertheinterestsofallVillageresidents TrusteePoormansaidshehasworked
withtheChamberofCommerceanddoesnotwant toseemorestoresshuttered ItHomestead
isadopted andtheirtaxesincrease theseshopkeeperscouldbe irreparablyhurt Thelifestyleof
Bronxvillecitizens andourpropertyvaluescouldbediminished Forthatreason alone shesaid
HomesteadmayverywellbewrongforBronxville However TrusteePoormansaidshewill
keepanopenmind favoringnogroupoveranother

TrusteeUnderhillsaidhetookanoathofofficetoupholdthelaws oftheStateofNew
YorkandtorepresentalloftheresidentsoftheVillageofBronxville Hesaidhereceivedthe
revaluationdatathatwaspresentedthiseveningjusttoday Hesaidforhimtomakea
determinationtonightwouldbea violationofthattrust Hesaidhedoesthinkithasbeengreat
tohavetheopportunitytoheareveryone sthoughts TrusteeUnderhillcommended Mayor
Marvinforhavingdoneatremendousjobincommunicatingeverystepoftherevaluationto
residentsthroughthevariousmedia Hesaidthatyouwouldbehardpressedtofindanother
municipalitydoinga betterjobincommunicatingwiththeresidents Trustee Underhillsaidhe
thinkstheobjectiveoftaxequality isadifficultchallengegiventhelaws oftheStateofNew
York WecantgetfairnessbecausethelawsofNewYorkStatepreventusfromgetting
fairness Hesaidhedoeshaveabiasagainsthavingtwoseparatetaxrates TrusteeUnderhill
saidhewasverydisappointedandconcernedbythedivisivenessandemotionengenderedbythis
issue

TrusteeBartonsaidheintentionallydidnotpreparecommentspriortothismeeting
becausehedidntknowwhatthetenorofthemeetingwoulddotohiscomments Henotedthat
allfiveboardmembersliveinsinglefamilyhomesandhavechildrenintheschooland therefore
theremightbeaperception thattheyarebiased Hesaidhewantedtoassurethecommunity
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thatwearetakingthisveryseriously HesaiditistheTrustees fiduciaryduty toconsider the
Homesteadoption Hesaid whatifthelawhadtheoppositeeffectthatyouweregoingtotax
coopsmorethansinglefamilyhomeowners TrusteeBartonpointedoutthatthecommunity
willalwayshavetwoclassesbecauseoftheNewYorkStatepropertytaxlaw Singlefamily
homesaretaxedontheirmarketvalueandcoopsaretaxedonanincomestreambasis Ifyou
haveahomethat isvaluedat 1millionandacoopvaluedat 1millionthetaxonthecoop
willbe40 ofthetaxonthehome Hesaiditsthelawandwehavetolivewithit Trustee
Bartonsaidthat therevaluationprocesswashandledexceptionallywell TrusteeBartonsaidthe
argumentwasraisedearlier thatresidentsofcoopsarelesslikelytousetheschoolandother
servicesthanresidentswholiveinsinglefamilyhomes Henotedthatofthe100homesonthe
Hilltopwherehelivesapproximately40 oftheresidentsdonotsendchildrentopublicschool
Hesaidweallbenefit fromtheschoolthatisexceptional inthiscommunity TrusteeBarton
saidletsgetbacktoBronxvilleasitusedtobe asitshouldbe andthatisacommunitythat
workstogetherandcomestogetherforacommongood Hesaidwewill cometoaconclusion
thatwillbefairanditwillbethoughtful

MayorMarvin saidshespokeatlengththiseveningduringthepublicinformational
meetingprior tothis soshewouldmakejustafewremarks Shesaidshehasdoneagreatdeal
ofresearch soughttheadviceofexpertsandhaslistenedtoallthecommentsmadeby
concernedcitizens andshewillbepreparedtovoteattheappropriatetimewhenall thedatais
availableandanalyzed

MayorMarvin saidsheisverymindfulofherdutytodowhatsbest fortheVillageasa
whole balancingtheconcernsofthesingle familyhomeownerswhosehousemustbevaluedat
theirmarketvalueincontrasttothepotential rentalincomestreamapproach andthe40 of
ourhomeownerswholiveincooperativeapartmentsandwill beaffectedbythedual taxrate
ramification andourcommercialsector thesmallbusiness owners thevastmajoritywho
haveleasesthatobligatethemtoabsorbthelionsshareofthetaxincreasestotheirlandlords
MayorMarvinsaidthat froma policypointofview shehasgreatreservationsabouttheentire
conceptofadual taxsystem somethingthisVillagehasneverhad Asshesaidbefore thisisa
difficultdecision but eminentlysolvable Letusresolvenottoletitbea divisiveone Mayor
Marvinsaidshewill relyonthefactstopointthewaytomaketherightdecisionfortheVillage

MayorMarvinthenaskedforpubliccomments

BetsyHarding 39HomesdaleRoad saidshewantedtothankJohnWolhamforthe
threeexcellentpresentationshegaveontheHomesteadoption SheaskedMr Wolhamifthe
computersystemthathe usedwasabletodistinguishbetween apartmentsandbusiness
buildings ShesaidifHomesteadisadopted therecouldbeaprettysignificant shift

Mr Wolhamrespondedthat theprogram theyusefordoingassessmentdisclosureisan
oldprogramandexplainedthewayitbreaksoutpropertiesbasedonclassification
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Ms HardingsaidshewaspersonallyagainstHomestead Shesaidalotofpeoplewould
liketolookattheCBR EllisCAPratereport Sheaskedwhenitwouldbemadeavailableto
thepublic Ms Hardingsaidshepersonally gotinvolvedinall ofthesetaxissuesbecause she
wasconcernedaboutalltheongoingcertioraricasesandtheeffecttheyhaveontheschool
budget ShesaidshethinksitsineverybodysinteresttohavetheCAPrate setata ratethat
isntchallenged

TherewassomediscussionhowtheCAPrateisset AssessingconsultantGerryIagallo
saiditwasimportant foreveryonetounderstand thatwedontarbitrarilyselectaCAPrate He
saidweinterpretwhatthemarketisdoing lookatsalesandinterpretwhatishappeninginthe
market

JimKroulas Parkway RoadCommunityAssociation askedaboutthetimelinefor
votingontheHomesteadoption MayorMarvinsaidtheBoardwouldhavetovoteonitat

stleast60dayspriortothefilingofthetentativeassessmentrollonFebruary1 Shesaid
ndDecember2 isthelastdaytheTrusteescouldmakeadecisiononthis

Mr Kroulasaskedhowmanydayspriortothevotewillresidentsreceivenotices about
theirnewassessments MayorMarvin saidthatnoticeswillbesentoutimmediatelyafter
Homesteadisvotedon Shesaidtherewouldthenbea threeweekreviewprocessthat residents
caninformallygrievetheir newassessments

MeganMcKinley saidshewaswonderinghowthedateand timeofthespecialmeeting
tovoteonHomesteadwasgoingtobeannounced tothepublic Shealsoaskediftherewould
beanotherpublichearing

MayorMarvin saidthatanoticewouldbepostedontheVillagewebsiteandalsosentto
thenewspapers Shesaidthatwewill leavetonightshearingopensothatpeoplecansend
writtencommentsandtheywillbemadepartoftheofficialrecord

JonGordonsaidheisinthebusinessofmanagingcommercialrealestate andheis
familiarwiththefirmofCB RichardEllisandtheyhaveanimpeccablereputation Heaskedif
theCAPrate issolid Mr IagallosaidhedidntseeanysignificantchangeintheCAPrate
Therewassomemore discussionontheCAPrate

Therebeingnofurthercomments fromthepublic MayorMarvin saidshewouldleave
thehearingopenontheproposed locallawconcerninghomesteadbaseproportionssopeople
wouldhaveanopportunitytomailintheircomments
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MayorMarvin thenopenedthepublichearingtoamendChapter268oftheCodeofthe
VillageofBronxville ArticleII toprovideforanincrease intheincomelevelstobe eligiblefor
aSeniorCitizenPropertyTaxExemption

AssessingConsultantGerryIagallosaidthatfromyeartoyearNewYorkStateraises
theincomelevelforseniorstoqualifyfortheseniorcitizenpropertytaxexemption Henoted
thatfromyeartoseniorcitizensreceiveamodestincrease inSocialSecuritybenefitswhichmay
disqualifythemfromcontinuingtoreceiveanybenefit fromthisexemption TheStateallowsus
toraisetheincomelimitsandthatiswhat isbeingdonehere

MayorMarvin calledforanypubliccommentsontheproposedlocallaw

BetsyHardingcommentedthatthereisalsoalawtheBoardcouldconsiderregarding
propertytaxexemptionsforpersons withdisabilities

MayorMarvin saidtheBoardhasntdiscussedextendingthepropertytaxexemptionfor
personswithdisabilitieswhohavealimitedincome butifMr Iagallocouldgivethemmore
informationonthistheBoardwouldtakealookatit

Therebeingnofurthercomments thepublichearingwasclosedat900pm


